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A big Thank You to all the 

Stavertonians and visitors who adhere 

to the 20mph speed limit when driving 

around the estate, who park 

responsibly, clear up after their dogs 

and take their     litter home with them. 

You are welcome any time.  

Unfortunately, scenes like the one 

below seem to be becoming all too 

common and it is a great shame to see 

these, and the vandalism done to one of 

the bridges, which could have resulted 

in a serious accident. 

Yet again there have been 

reports of speeding and 

inconsiderate parking in 

Staverton, particularly in 

School Lane, along Cottles 

Barton and at the Thestfield 

Drive roundabout. It has 

also been suggested that 

Marina Drive/Cottles 

Barton is being used as a 

Rat Run in the mornings, 

although nothing can be 

done to stop people using 

the road as it is a public highway, it would be hoped that 

people would adhere to the 20mph speed limit. The 

matter of painting large 20mph signs on the roads, as in 

other residential areas, will be brought up by Trevor 

Carbin at the next Area Board. Transport Group. Matters 

of illegal parking, particularly when cars are causing an 

obstruction, are a police matter and the police should be 

informed on the non emergency number. It has also been 

suggested that the Head teachers at the primary schools 

could remind parents of their responsibilities, after all, it 

is their children potentially at risk. 



Hello again, 

I hope you are all enjoying the 

summer and have managed to relax 

and spend time with family and 

friends.  

Yet again the media is full of stories of 

mindless acts of terror and violence, 

and I hope no one has had to 

experience any of these at first hand. 

We are lucky to be able to live in such 

an idyllic corner of the world, 

relatively safe and secure. 

It was sad to see that Bruno’s 

restaurant had closed down and I hope 

that the rumours surrounding this are 

unfounded, as it would indeed be a 

shame when someone has done 

something to try and improve the area 

in which we live.  

I continue to receive 

reports of speeding 

around Staverton, as 

well as inconsiderate 

and illegal parking, 

and would like to 

appeal to people to think about the 

possible consequences of their actions, 

particularly when it could impact the 

children that like to play on the 

estate. No one wants to see a serious 

accident take place so please  drive 

and park more responsibly for the 

benefit of all the residents. 

 

Best wishes  

 

Caroline Smith 

 



 

NEW PARISH COUNCILLOR:  Staverton 

Parish Council is pleased to welcome Councillor 

Jeff Gibson as its latest members.  Jeff is a re-

tired police officer, ex RAF and has worked for 

the Ministry of Defence.  He brings a wealth of 

knowledge and skills to our Council we all look 

forward to working with him in the future.  If 

you would like to join the Parish Council and 

would like to know more information please can 

you email June Jones on parish-

clerk@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk . 

 

POLICE MATTERS:   It has been a busy time 

for our overstretched police team as there has 

been a sharp increase in crime in Staverton and 

Trowbridge.  We have a new owner of the 

Staverton Convenience Store and we are sorry 

that his shop has been burgled twice recently.  

There have been various other incidences of anti

-social behaviour in Staverton which the police 

are looking at.  There has been also been a spate 

of incidents with cyclists in Trowbridge which 

has spilt over now to Staverton.  Police are col-

lating car camera footage to identify culprits.  

They say that all incidences should be reported 

immediately even if you feel that the incident is 

not very important as the more reports relating 

to the same incident means that these will be 

highlighted and prioritised. 

 

PARKING AND OTHER TRAFFIC IS-

SUES:   

It has been reported that too many large trades-

man vehicles are parked at the top of Thestfield 

Drive causing traffic congestion.  Local resi-

dents are concerned that emergency vehicles 

will struggle to get through.   The Parish Coun-

cil asks that when parking these vehicles consid-

eration is given to other through traffic.   The 

police have been asked to identify large vehicles 

causing an obstruction and ask owners to move 

on elsewhere. 

 

There has been several more complaints about 

inconsiderate parking in School Lane.   Please 

can visitors and parents to the schools be con-

siderate about people living there and watch out 

for children crossing the road.  Traffic accessing 

three schools in such a short road is always a 

problem, so your co-operation with this would 

be very much appreciated.  We don’t want any 

accidents. 

 

As usual there is traffic congestion in Cottles 

Barton at peak times, which is often used as a 

thoroughfare by people from outside Staverton.  

Unfortunately it is a public highway and very 

little can be done to change this.  Once again 

concerns about speeding and poor parking have 

been reported. 

 

BRUNO’S RESTAURANT:  It was sad to see 

that Bruno’s Restaurant has ceased trading at 

the Meadow Court Retail Centre and I am sure 

that the regulars will miss it. 

 

BRAMBLES AT REAR OF SCHOOL 

LANE PLAY AREA SITE:  Regular visitors 

to the play area will note that the area to the rear 

leads to the Railway Line.  Complaints have 

been received about the brambles encroaching 

on the play area.  Network Rail have agreed to 

clear this area. 

 

PARISH STEWARD SCHEME:  Our contact 

for this scheme, John Corfield, has been val-

iantly trying to get “hot spots” in the village at-

tended to by the Parish Steward but unfortu-

nately it has been a bit of an uphill struggle with 

so many of the jobs needing to be tackled.  He 

has said that he needs input from residents to 

use this scheme or we will lose it.  If you know 

of any particular area needing attention please 

contact the parish clerk on parish-

clerk@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk.  

 

St Paul’s Church Cemetery Maintenance 

Programme:  We understand that the mainte-

nance programme is proving to be successful 

with volunteers coming forward.  If you have 

some free time and want to join this project or 

you have redundant gardening implements, 

please can you contact Revd. Rees on 01225 

mailto:parishclerk@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk
mailto:parishclerk@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk
mailto:parishclerk@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk
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Jeff Gibson 
 
I was born and raised in South Manchester, where I 
lived until I was 17.  Influenced by the time I spent 
at my local Air Training Corps, I joined the Royal 
Air Force in late 1969.  Initially I enlisted for 9 years 
but eventually left in 1992 after 23 years.  My 
service took me to a variety of RAF Stations within 

the UK from the South of England to Northern parts 
of Scotland. Additionally, I also served overseas in 
Singapore, Malta, Oman and Germany. 
Early in my career whilst serving at RAF 
Waddington in Lincolnshire I met my wife Heather, 
who was also a serving member of the Royal Air 
Force at another station close by.  We married in 
1971 and by 1981, two had become five. Our first 

experience of Wiltshire was when I was posted to 
Rudloe Manor which was then located between 
Chippenham and Box. Unfortunately, we only 
remained there for 18 months as a promotion moved 
us to Peterhead in Scotland; a wet, windy and wild 
part of the world to say the least! 
Luckily for us in 1983 I was posted to “The Queen’s 

Flight”, a select unit of approximately 180 personnel 

who were responsible for conveying by air, in fixed 
wing aircraft and helicopters to anywhere within 
the UK or overseas members of the Royal 

Family and other prominent senior ministers. 
This unit was located at RAF Benson in 
Oxfordshire and it was here we moved 
out of married quarters and purchased 

our own house.  
In Jul 1992, I took the decision to leave the RAF in 
order to give some stability to my growing family 

and immediately embarked on a new career by 
joining Thames Valley Police.  After training I was 
posted to the very busy police area of Oxford city. 
The years that followed I worked in various 
positions and locations within the police carrying out 
duties as an Area Beat Officer and finally finishing 
my 15-year career on the Domestic Abuse Unit. 

Following my retirement from the police, I gained 
employment with the Ministry of Defence. During 
the course of this employment I travelled extensively 
to various parts of the world. 
At the age of 63 and now with 7 grandchildren 
joining the fold, I decided to take early retirement in 
2015. After living in Oxfordshire for 32 years, we 
came looking for property in Wiltshire where we 

found our perfect home in Staverton. We packed our 
bags and relocated here mainly due to the wonderful 
experience we had enjoyed all those years ago. 

I have now been retired for the past two years and 

having time on my hands again, I feel as though my 

experiences in life will assist me to do, to the best of 

my ability, the councillors job I have elected to 

undertake on the Staverton Parish Council. 
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Canal Road HRC  

Hills Waste Solutions won't be running the 
Household Recycling Centre as of 2nd 
October. FCC Environment have been given 
the contract for the management of the nine 
HRCs which are owned by the council. 
FCC Environment and Wiltshire Council 
then plan to carry out site improvements 
during October, November and December. 
Each site will be closed for between one and 
two weeks. 
Trowbridge tip will be closed from 13th to 
26th November. Melksham's closure is 30th 
October to 11th November. 
There have been excessive queues of traffic 
at the Canal Road site in Trowbridge, and 
it's hoped the redesign of the centres will 
help to reduce the queues. 
                

 

Litterpick. 
Just a reminder that our autumnal 
litterpick and village clean-up is on 
Sunday October 15th.  The usual 
arrangements – we meet at the Village Hall 
off Cygnet Way at 10.30am and equipment 
is provided.  All are welcome, and there will 
be coffee and biscuits.  If you’d like to get 
notification of future events then please 
send an email to 
trevor.carbin@wiltshire.gov.uk and I'll add 
you to the mailing list. 
 

Trees. 
You may have noticed that some of the trees 
on the public open spaces around the 
Marina have died.  Wiltshire Council has 
agreed to replace some of them, and to put 
guards around the bases of the new trees to 
protect them.   
The council, together with Wiltshire 
Wildlife Trust, is also promoting a scheme 
to plant trees next year as part of the 
commemoration of the centenary of the 
armistice.  This could be a single tree or a 
small group – please get in touch if you 
have any suggestions for a suitable site. 

Reed Bed                                                             
As reported previously the Area Board has 
given a grant for tidying up the overgrown 
area on Thestfield Drive.  Wiltshire Wildlife 
Trust have said they intend to come and do 
the work in the third week of October.  I’ll 
get in touch nearer the time with those who 
offered to help. 
 
Cuts to opening hours at WC 
The times you can call Wiltshire Council or 
visit reception desks have been cut by an 
hour a day. The council points out though 
that people can use the My Wiltshire service 
on the WC website any time to report things 
like missed bin collections or highways 
problems. To report concerns online go to 
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/mywiltshire-
online-reporting 

mailto:trevor.carbin@wiltshire.gov.uk
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/mywiltshire-online-reporting
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/mywiltshire-online-reporting


 20s plenty stickers 
I have a few A3 size 
stickers suitable for 
putting on wheelie bins 
– if you’d like one please 
let me know. 
 
Youth 
Although funding for 
Youth Services has been 
cut drastically over the 
last few years there is 

still a budget for providing things for young 
people.  For example in the Bradford Area, 
which Staverton comes under, there are youth 
clubs in the town and in Holt.  There have been 
dance and drama projects, a homework club, 
and relate counselling services at St Laurence.  
The Area Board has supported girls’ rugby, the 
Air Cadets, and a Dorothy House project for 
young people. 
Young Stavertonians may have been involved in 
some of these projects, or similar ones provided 
through the Trowbridge Area Board, but so far 

not much has happened in the village itself.  
Any ideas from young people for projects in 
Staverton would be welcome! 
 
Severn Project 
Residents have been asking about activity by the 
Causeway at the top of the hill towards 
Forewoods Common.  This is an organisation 
called The Severn Project, ( http://
www.thesevernproject.org/  ) which grows salad 
vegetables and herbs.  Last year they put in a 
planning application for a building on the site, 
which was refused because it was too big. They 
say they’ll be back with a smaller application. 
What they're doing at the moment counts as 
agricultural work so doesn't need planning 
permission. 
 
Contact details 
3, Copper Beeches, Hilperton, BA14 7QG 
07757 506470 
trevor.carbin@wiltshire.gov.uk 

 
Autumnal Clothes.. 
 

It's all too easy to love Spring,  
the fresh green buds that burst with life.. 
And Summer too, the long warm days, 

when holidays are twice as nice.. 
But Autumn too, she has her charms, 
that one last burst of golden hue.. 

before the leaves depart the trees, 
till many soon become the few.. 
When dusk slips softly into darkness, 

and night begins to steal the day.. 
As winds soon start to tug and whisper,  
"Winter's not so far away.." 

Each Season plays her part it's true, 
so grieve not as September goes.. 
For October will arrive in style.. 

Resplendent in Autumnal Clothes! 
 
               Bev' Borresen. Staverton Poet. 
 

Photo: Stourhead, taken by author 
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For many of us September is a time when the 
pace of life increases. Schools return and 
offices and factories get busier as people return 
from their Summer holidays. Community 
organisations begin their Autumn programme. 
However old we are, it is all too easy to get into 
a cycle of rushing from one thing to another. 

 
One of my favourite moments of the summer 
was when I paused for a rest and a sandwich 
by a beautiful mountain lake high in the fells 
above Coniston in the Lake District. I could see 
for miles – from the Pennines in the far distance 
in one direction to the sea at Morecambe Bay in 
another. The steam gondola travelling along 
Lake Coniston looked like a toy. The air was 
still – and the silence was only broken by the 
baa-ing of the sturdy Herdwick sheep. As I sat 
there with our dog it was easy to appreciate and 
give thanks to God for the beauty of creation. 

 
Many centuries ago those on pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem sang psalms on the way – and these 
psalms have been sung ever since. The 
opening verses of Psalm 121 take me back to 
that mountainside: - 
“I lift up my eyes to the hills – where does my 

help come from? 
My help comes from the Lord, the maker of 
heaven and earth” 

 
Now I’m back at home, with many things in my 
diary, I am aware that it is still important to 
pause and to take time to be still. For me it is 
when I am still that I am most aware of the 
presence of God – and I know many people 
who have discovered a new awareness of 
God’s peace and new awareness of his love 
through pausing in the busyness of life. 

 
I hope and pray that, as the rhythms of autumn 
begin, each of us will find time to pause  and 
appreciate our surroundings – and through this 
we will be able to return to our routines 
refreshed and renewed. 

 
 With best wishes, 

 
John Rees  (Rector) 

01225 764365    

Churcheswebsite: 

www.canalsidebenefice.org.uk 

Thought from the Rectory 

Photo by Panorami  



 



DK LOCKSMITHS & DOUBLE GLAZING     REPAIRS est. 2005 

 

Commercial & Residential 

 

Staverton 

Lockouts 

Broken Locks 

Door Adjustments 

Double Glazed Units 

Lock Changes & Upgrades 

Cosmetic Repairs 

Handles 

Cat Flaps 

Security Advice 

Jammed Windows & Door 

     Letterboxes  

01225 764084 / 07980648620 

dklocksmiths.co.uk 

My name is Nick Firkins and I have lived in 

Staverton for over ten years now with my 
wife and two children. I have a range of 
interests including cycling, walking and golf. 

I have played golf since I was about 12 and 
I have been a member of a number of golf 
clubs over the years. I was a member of 

Bath Golf Club for about 5 years and 
managed to get my handicap down to 16 
but left a while ago when I had children - 

they seem to take up most of my time!  

As they are now a little older I would like to 
play golf again but I don’t really want to join 
a club at the moment. I would like to play a 

range of courses within about an hour from 
here about once a month from March until 
October. If you would be interested, let me 

know by emailing me at 

nickfirkins@hotmail.com. 

Calling all Golfers... 



 

Caroline Smith and Jenni Brown took part in 

the Race for Life in Bath on 11 June, helping 

to raise money for cancer research. It was a 

great experience and one that, hopefully, will 

be repeated next year.  

Sarah Wilson continues to win medals 

for Great Britain. Pictured below she won 

Gold in Triathle for continuous shoot, swim 

and run plus a Bronze in the Biathle at the 

European Championships in Setubal, Portugal.   

 

She is still looking for sponsorship as she  

needs to find £1600.00 to buy her own laser 

pistol. Anyone wishing to do so can contact 

her through the magazine. 

 

We wish her every success in the future. 

Dear fellow Staverton 

cyclists….. 
  

I wrote a short article in the summer 

edition of this magazine inviting people 

to contact me if they wished to be part 

of an informal network of Staverton 

cyclists. I have received a few 

responses, but thought it worth 

repeating the request. 
  
So feel free to me email me at  

lindsay.shaw10@outlook.com    

 

Depending on the level of interest, 

I’ll share details with people. 
  

Lindsay Shaw 

mailto:lindsay.shaw10@outlook.com


Staverton Rangers FC 
Our players and 

coaches are 
back in training 
and having fun in 

preparation for 
the 2017\18 
football season. 

Our training 
sessions and 
matches are 

played at 
Staverton Sports 
Ground – 

Training is on a Monday 6pm to 7.15pm for 
our boys teams and Wednesday 6-7.30pm 
for our girls. (From the end of October and 

during the Winter months all age groups will 
train at John of Gaunt School Monday 6-
7pm).  The club is always looking to grow 

and we are looking for new players of all 
ages to join our club, we currently run the 
following age groups; 

 
U7’s & U8’s 
U10’s & U11’s  

U15’s Girls  

 

This season we have introduced an U9's 
age group. If your son or daughter would 
like to come along and have a trial to then 

possibly join us, please come along to our 
Monday training session or contact the club 
for further information.  

 

Our Tournament 
Staverton Rangers Football Club held it's 
first ever tournament in June which turned 

out to be a real success. The weather was 
fantastic albeit a little too hot for our 
players. Thanks to Staverton Primary 

school for allowing us to use their grounds, 

we had no problems with parking for the 
visiting teams. We would like to say a big 
thank you to all the residents close to the 

playing fields for their understanding of the 
event and we hope that not too much 
disruption was caused.  Looking ahead, we 

are already in the process of organising 
next years tournament and hope that it will 
run as smoothly as this years.  

 

Volunteers  

 

Our club is run on the kindness and 
commitment of many volunteers.  We are 

always looking for volunteer coaches and 
linesmen, so if you enjoy football and feel 
that you can offer your time and skills to our 

club then please contact our Chairman 
Kevin. 

 

Last season we started offering 
refreshments on match days (weather 
permitting) just outside the village hall as 

the kitchen is too small to work out of; we 
are short of helpers for all age groups so if 
you have a couple hours to spare and 
would like to offer your help on match days 

(Saturday & Sundays) to help serve 
refreshments we would be extremely 
grateful. The Bacon rolls were a big 

success last season!  If you can offer any 
help then please contact Nicola on 07833 
527855. 

  
If you would like further information 
about Staverton Rangers FC or any of 

our teams please contact; Kev 
Aylesbury, Chairman/Club Welfare 
officer: 07779028201 or take a look at 

our Facebook page. 

 



 

 

Staverton CE Primary School 

‘Believe. Achieve. Succeed.’ 
 

 A nurturing environment that fosters creativity and 

development 

 Specialist teaching for languages, music and sport. 

 Wrap around care from 7.50am to 6pm daily. 

 A modern well equipped building. 

 Impressive range of after school clubs. 

 Attractive and extensive outdoor area. 

 Wonderful children and amazing parents! 

Join us on our continuing Journey to Excellence. 

For more information or to arrange a visit, please contact 

us. We look forward to meeting you. 

 

 School Lane, Staverton. BA14 6NZ 

 01225 782388 

 admin@staverton.wilts.sch.uk 

 www.staverton.wilts.sch.uk 



 

 

An autumn picture for you to colour. What colour are the 
leaves in autumn? Which is your favourite season of the year? 



 
CHAIR   Simon Richardson (Chair of Staverton Parish Council)   
 49 Marina Drive, BA14 8UX  287931           chair@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk 
SECRETARY  
June Jones (Parish Clerk)   765553           parishclerk.stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk 
 
VICE CHAIR , Mark Bartlett 
Headteacher, Staverton School  782388     head@staverton.wilts.sch.uk 
 

Meeting held annually in JUNE 

 

Community Area Manager for BoA 
Peter Dunford     713060 peter.dunford@wiltshire.gov.uk 
  

For the parishes of Bradford on Avon, Holt, Limpley Stoke, Monkton Farleigh, South 
Wraxall, Staverton, Westwood, Wingfield and Winsley   
 

Wiltshire Area Boards - Central Locality Team   
Communities, Libraries, Heritage and Arts     
Department of Community Services 
County Hall, Bythesea Road 
Trowbridge BA14 8JN    Website:  www.wiltshire.gov.uk  

 

Councillor, Trevor Carbin   Trevor.Carbin@wiltshire.gov.uk 
3, Copper Beeches, BA14 7QG 
mobile number 07757 506470.         

 

Wilts Council  County Hall, Trowbridge    0300 4560 100 
(For all Streetscene and Highway maintenance issues use the “My Wiltshire” system or phone 
directly on 0300 4560105) 
 
 
 
POLICE    PCSO Andrew Maclachlan 

 Mail: Bradford on Avon Police Station  

   Station Approach, Bradford on Avon 

          Wiltshire, BA15 1DF 

  www.wiltshire.police.uk 

    0752 897 2236  101 ext 731819 Non Emergency Calls           
  

    E-mail: andrew.maclachlan@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk     

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF STAVERTON PLAYING FIELDS 

BRADFORD ON AVON AREA BOARD 

WILTSHIRE COUNCILLOR  for Staverton 

USEFUL CONTACTS  
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STAVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
WEBSITE:  WWW.STAVERTONPARISHCOUNCIL.ORG.UK 

 
      TEL:   Email 

Simon Richardson (Chair)  
 49 Marina Drive, BA14 8UX   287931        chair@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk 
Mark Frati (Vice Chair) 
 23 Warren Road, BA14 8UZ M. 07809377893    stavertonmatters@outlook.com 
Paul Nye    
 3 School Lane Close, BA14 8NU 782500      pnye1941@hotmail.com 
Ray Symonds 
 11 Moorhen Close, BA14 8UT 760985         ray.symonds@tiscali.co.uk 
Andrew Borresen 

28 The Square, Staverton  782679         andybstavwiltsparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 
Nicholas Woodall 
 9 Maunders Drive, BA14 8UG 776874         nicholaswoodall@hotmail.com 
Kevin Lamb 
 2 Herbleaze, BA14 8AB  751891                 KEVINLAMB51@sky.com 
Jeff Gibson        

 16 Cygnet Way, BA14 8UU M. 07973954401 jegibson1952@gmail.com 

 
PARISH CLERK  June Jones  765553        parishclerk@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

 
Parish Council meetings are held 6 times a year 

 

 
 

VILLAGE HALL HIRE - BOOKINGS SECRETARY  
Jo Middleton 
The Old Bear Pub                  782487         stavertonvillagehall@gmail.com                            

Rev John Rees, Rector,                                                                                                                                            
Canalside Benefice (Semington, Hilperton, Hilperton Marsh, Whaddon and Staverton )                       
Diocese of Salisbury                                                                                                                                                       
22 Warren Road                                                                                                                                                        
Staverton Trowbridge BA14 8UZ     764365 

STAVERTON PARISH COUNCILLORS 

STAVERTON VILLAGE HALL & SPORTS GROUND AMENITIES        

STAVERTON NEWS 

Canalside Benefice  

EDITOR -  CAROLINE SMITH    editor.stavertonnews@gmail.com 
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