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This newsletter has been produced by Staverton Parish Council and is delivered free of charge to all Staverton residents.
FROM THE EDITOR…
Welcome to the winter edition of Staverton News which will update you on all the
happenings in Staverton over the last few months.
This edition features two Staverton businesses: an interview with Bella Gray
Media, and an article from Bex, who has just launched her new business Bare and
Bud. There is also an informative article about hiring the Village Hall as well as a
list of Christmas Church Services, news from Staverton School and of course some
beautiful photos taken in and around Staverton.
Thank you as always to everyone who has contributed to the newsletter, whether
that be by submitting an article or by volunteering to deliver it. Also, thank you to
Superior for printing the magazine and donating the money to the Superior
Community Fund in the village.
Also, thank you to Chris Knutson for taking the beautiful photo for the front cover.
This edition’s photo shows the church yard at St Paul’s and the view beyond.
If you would like to submit an article, advert or photograph for the magazine,
please don’t hesitate to get in touch - I would love to hear from you.
Natasha Webster
As many of you are probably aware Staverton has become home to a family of cygnets. Staverton News has been following
their progress through photographs submitted by residents. Here are a few facts about swans and cygnets which I hope
you will find interesting. Turn to the back page for some more snaps of our super swans!


Swans are one of Britain's largest and heaviest birds, with a wingspan of up to 2.4 metres.



Swans lay between 1 and 10 eggs.



A female swan is a pen, a male swan is a cob, a baby swan is a cygnet.



When a cygnet hatches it weighs about 250g. – (Equivalent to a block of butter) By the time it is six months old it
weighs 6kgs. (Equivalent to 2 of bags of potatoes) An adult swan can weigh up to 14kgs. (Equivalent to a sack of dog
food)



Cygnets stay with their parents until the spring of the following year after hatching. They are forced to leave if they
do not do so of their own accord. They will join a flock where they will stay until they are around 3 years old.
Cygnets generally find their partners in the flock. They can reproduce from the age of three.



In the wild, swans usually have a lifespan of about 12 years due to the many hazards they encounter such as
pollution, dogs, mink, overhead cables, bridges, pylons, etc. In a protected environment they can reach 30 years old.



Telling the difference between male and female cygnets is very difficult and is only possible by veterinary
inspection. However, once they have matured (about 4 years old) there is normally a marked difference in size
(males are bigger) and, in the case of mute swans, the black fleshy knob at the base of the beak is larger in the male.



Swans eat aquatic vegetation which their long necks equip them to take from the riverbed. They take the molluscs
which cling to the vegetation and also eat small fish, frogs and worms. They will graze grassy fields and can survive
quite successfully in a field of short-cropped grass.



The Queen has the prerogative right of ownership for all mute swans in England and Wales.

Sources: http://www.theswansanctuary.org.uk/general-information/ https://www.swanlifeline.org.uk/fact-sheet/
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MEET MAX, STOWFORD AND SID
Max, Stowford and Sid all live together in
Staverton and get on well with each other.
Max and Stowford, who are brothers, are 11
years old and are English Springer Spaniels.
Sid is 7 years old and is a Bichon Frise crossed
with a Chihuahua.
This trio have a big appetite and would eat
anything (if they were allowed)! They are
however particularly partial to the meat from a
roast dinner. Aside from eating and sleeping,
their favourite pastimes include chewing bones
and going on walks around Staverton.
If you would like your pooches to feature in
the newsletter, contact the editor at
editornatasha91@hotmail.com

Thank you to Maria for sending in a beautiful
woodcut reduction print which she has recently
completed of Bridge 166 which takes the road over
the Kennet and Avon Canal in Staverton. Below,
Maria explains what a reduction print is and how she
made the design.
A woodcut print is a form of relief printing where you
carve the design into the flat surface of a piece of
wood. You can use scalpels, specialist cutting tools,
chisels and sandpaper to remove the wood.
In a reduction print you progressively carve away the
design from the wood for each layer of colour. By
printing each colour layer over the other you build
up the design. The tricky bit is making sure you
register the paper in the same place when you print
subsequent layers. In this case I have only used 3
colours, but you could use more.
Firstly, I carved out the area I wanted to remain as
white paper. I then inked up the wooden "block"
with my first colour (yellow) and ran it through a
press to print the image onto paper. Next I carved
away all the areas I wanted to remain yellow and
then inked up the block and printed my second
colour (Green). Finally I carved away the areas I
wanted to remain green and inked up the block and
printed my final colour (Dark blue) to complete the
design.

The top two photos show the process of
completing the design and the bottom photo is
the finished piece.
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PARISH MATTERS
With all the uncertainty with Brexit and a General Election
it is good to turn our attention to the Christmas holidays
and spend time with our families and friends.
It is also time to acknowledge the help we receive from our
volunteers. Jo Middleton, the landlady of the Old Bear Pub
in Staverton, has now handed over the Village Hall
bookings to Councillor Lindsay Shaw. We are very grateful
for the many years that Jo has helped with these hires
despite being a very busy landlady. She has also helped to
fund raise for the village hall and these funds have been
very welcome to support the upgrade and refurbishment
of the hall. We wish her all our best wishes for a happy
Christmas and a prosperous New Year. Our thanks also go
to Lindsay for taking this over. For more information you
can contact Cllr Shaw on
stavertonvillagehallbookings.org.uk.
NEWSLETTER
Our thanks also go to Natasha our Editor of the Newsletter
and all the volunteers who deliver copies to every house in
Staverton. If you want to advertise your group or business
in return for a small donation, please can you contact
Natasha. We also wish a Merry Christmas and a happy New
Year to our Newsletter volunteers and readers.
NEW FLOODGATES AT HOLT SLIPROAD
I was contacted recently by a local radio station as people
had asked why the newly installed gates had not been used
with the recent torrential downpours flooding this side
road. I was amused to find out that there was a
miscommunication in Wiltshire Council Highways and they
had not been put into action. I am sure they will be a great
asset, eventually!
EXTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2018-2019
The Parish Council is pleased to inform you that the
external auditor PKF Littlejohn has reported that “In our
opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR
report is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other
matters have come to our attention giving cause for
concern that relevant legislation and regulatory
requirements have not been met”. Another successful
year with our Audit.
PRECEPT AND BUDGETS 2020-21
It is with some regret that the Parish Council was landed
with a bill of approximately £4,500 to replace the village

hall boiler and additional plumbing remedial work in
2018/19. This more than halved Council reserves held in
our Precept account (taxable income from contributors to
the Parish Council Tax). At the last meeting of Staverton
Parish Council on Monday 18th November 2019
Councillors were told that the reserves are estimated to
fall to £3,483 for 2020/21 giving a short fall of £1,144.
Annually, Wiltshire Council provides a figure of the number
of Band D average properties in Staverton who will be
contributing to Council Tax. The Parish Council sets a
Council Tax Levy which was £34.92 for the year 2018/19
for each tax paying household. (£2.91 per month). The
number of households contributing to this tax has fallen
slightly this year to 686.94 Band D Properties. Last year
the Precept gave the Parish Council an income of £24,014
and if the levy stays the same the Council will have a
Precept of £23,988 for 2020/21. This will increase the short
fall to £1,168 and reduce the reserves further to £2,315.
This level of reserves would be totally unacceptable to our
Auditors as reserves need to increase substantially to cover
emergency costs (such as our boiler replacement). The
Parish Council will be instructed by auditors to build up the
reserves. It has also been realised that income from village
hall hires has decreased over the last 2 years and
overheads have substantially increased contributing to
lower reserves.
To achieve a small increase in income from the Precept the
Parish Council has reluctantly agreed to increase the tax
levy by 8%. The 2020/21 levy will be £37.71, an increase of
£2.79 for each household for the whole year (0.23 pence
per month). This would achieve a Precept of £25,907 and
provide a small increase towards the reserves of £775.
To further increase reserves the Parish Council agreed on
the following measures: There will be no capital purchases
until further notice: Hires for the village hall will increase
from £11 to £12 plus VAT for each hour and from £7 to £8
plus VAT for multiple group hires as from 1st January 2020:
Hires for the playing field to Staverton Rangers football
teams will increase by £50 plus VAT for each month during
the fixtures season starting as from 1st September 2020:
Unused items at the village hall will be sold to raise funds:
the Clerk has volunteered to reduce staff costs by cutting
her monthly hours as from 1st October 2019. Although it
was agreed to purchase a replacement laptop for the
Parish Council, this will be postponed for another year.
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The Parish Council has endeavoured to spread the remedial
measures across the board to prevent even higher increases
in the tax levy.
If you have any queries regarding maintenance around the
village Wiltshire Council invites residents to contact them
on their “MY WILTSHIRE” website where all requests must
be answered and dealt with in a timely manner.
The Parish Council next meets on Monday 20th January
2020 at 7 pm at Staverton Village Hall.
The Parish Council would like to wish everyone a very
MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Thank you to Peter Connell for submitting
these beautiful photos. Peter has recently
won a photography competition and more
details about this can be found on page 11.
Another of Peter’s photos features on page
15 and shows Cereal Partners and Staverton
Racecourse on a misty morning.
"Copyright 2018 Peter Connell http://
www.pcphotography.net"

HARVEST FESTIVAL WELLY WALK
On Friday 18th October the
children, parents and staff of
Staverton School took part in
a welly walk and service for
Harvest Festival. We would
like to thanks the parents for
their generous donations of
£220.00 which will be
donated to our chosen
charity.
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WILTSHIRE COUNCIL
Bath Clean Air Zone
The CAZ will be introduced at the end of next year. Whilst
it is good that Bath and other UK cities are doing
something about their air pollution, the fear is that
polluting vehicles will be diverted into our area. Charges
will apply to lorries, buses, taxis and vans unless their
exhaust emissions are clean enough to make them exempt.
The daily cost for higher emission vehicles to drive in the
zone will be £100 for buses, coaches and HGVs and £9 for
vans and taxis.
We had previously suggested excluding Cleveland Bridge
so lorries could take the A46 – A36 route without being
charged. BaNES have not done this – in fact they’ve
extended the charging zone both in the Warminster Road
and Bathwick Hill areas, and on the Wellsway approach to
the city. Depending on the amount of government funding
there may be grants available to help operators of older
vehicles upgrade. These would be available to Wiltshire
residents and businesses. It is not clear at the moment
how many more lorries would appear on our roads, so
we’re doing traffic counts now to be able to do ‘before’
and ‘after’ comparisons as of next year.
As well as counting during the speedwatch sessions, for
which we now have several years of data, I’ve also started
a monthly count at Farleigh Wick, which I’d expect to have
similar HGV numbers to Staverton. Just to complicate
matters BaNES have also announced a ‘temporary’ closure
of Cleveland Bridge to HGVs for repair work, beginning
early 2020.

between the bollard and the litter bin (see photo). It’s not
much to look at at the moment but hopefully by next
summer it’ll be an attractive feature!
Trees
I have mentioned in previous editions of Staverton News
the problems we were having with the new tree plantings.
Contractors Id Verde have now replaced (at their own
expense) the ones which died – these are on The Slipway
beside the canal and in the ‘avenue’ opposite the shop.
County Council electoral areas
Following a boundary review the current ‘Holt and
Staverton’ division is to be split in two with the villages of
South Wraxall and Monkton Farleigh leaving to join
Westwood and Winsley, whilst Atworth will join us. The
aim of the county-wide review was to get a similar number
of electors for each area. Although the population has
increased more in the towns than in the villages, the knock
-on effects mean that most divisions across the county
have ended up being changed. The new arrangements will
start with the 2021 Wiltshire Council elections.
Staverton litterpicks
The autumn spring-clean was on Sunday October
6th. Thank you to those who turned out. The good news
was that the amount of rubbish in the public areas
continues to diminish, though we still took a car-load of
litter to the tip.
The next event is scheduled for Sunday March 8th 2020.

If you haven’t yet joined in one of our litterpicks and would
like a reminder next time, then please send an email to
These were installed in September and then in October the trevor.carbin@wiltshire.gov.uk and I’ll add you to the
road flooded, so there was a chance to try them out. There mailing list.
was some confusion at first, with WC highways insisting on
Stickers
using the old method of putting out cones and signs.
Fortunately, someone then worked out what the gates
Please get in touch if you’d like a speed limit sign for your
were for, found the keys, and brought the gates into use.
wheelie bin: I have some 20mph stickers if you’re on the
We’ll never know if anyone would have got stuck in the
Marina and some 30mph ones for main road residents.
water without them, but usually when there’s been a flood
And finally could I wish a Happy Christmas and a
at least one driver has had to be rescued by the emergency
prosperous 2020 to all Stavertonians!
services.
Trevor Carbin, Wiltshire Councillor for Staverton
Butterfly Garden
07757 506470
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust have asked if they can do the
groundwork for this in the Spring, which seems a sensible trevor.carbin@wiltshire.gov.uk
Flood Gates at Staverton Bridge

time for the work. A couple of people have asked where
exactly it would be: it’s in the pedestrian part of School
Lane, on the left if you’re going towards Cygnet Way,

website www.trevorcarbin.mycouncillor.org.uk
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TODDLERS@THE TIN
We are relaunching the Hilperton and Staverton Baby and
Toddler Group in 2020 in St Mary’s Church, Horse Road,
Hilperton Marsh (not far over the bridge from Staverton!).
We will be meeting weekly in term time on Fridays from 9.15
– 10.45 starting on 10th January. Parents and carers can chat
over a cup of tea or coffee; there are toys and books for the
children to play with; we offer a simple craft activity to make
and take home; after a snack for the children, we have a story
and singing before going home. If you have a pre-school child
or baby, you will be very welcome. It only costs £2 per family!
Contact Anne Rees on 01225 764365
Email: reesfam@btinternet.com for more information – or
just turn up! We’d love to see you.

Tea@TheTin
We are starting a new monthly
teatime service for everyone on
Sunday 19th January at St Mary’s in
Horse Road (The Tin Church) at
4.00pm. This will last for about an
hour, including tea. Everyone is
welcome.

Above: Lorries on the main road and
the newly planted trees.

Messy Church
Messy Church is an event for families with a simple act of
worship, craft activities and finishing with lunch. The next
one takes place in Hilperton School on Saturday 1st
February from 11.00am – 1.00pm; families from Staverton
are very welcome. Do get in touch with Michael Gamble,
church administrator, on 07795400262 or via email at
canalsidebenefice@gmail.com if you would like to come!

The Friendship Group continues to meet on the second Thursday of each
month in St Mary’s Church (‘The Tin Church’) in Horse Road, Hilperton Marsh
from 2.30 – 4.00pm. We don’t charge, but welcome donations for the
refreshments. Forthcoming dates are 9th January and 13th February. More
details are available from Anne Rees on 01225 764365 or email
reesfam@btinternet.com. Contact Anne if you would like a lift.

Another successful Staverton Literpick. Thank you to all of the
volunteers who came out to help and to Trevor Carbin for organising
the event.

Below: The location of the new
butterfly garden.
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WREATH MAKING WORKSHOP FOR STAVERTON RESIDENTS
We all get those January blues when it is time to take down
our festive Christmas decorations. Join Bex in making a
Modern New Year’s wreath to mark the start of 2020.
Replace your Christmas sparkle with a new wave of fresh
creative warmth in your homes!
My name is Bex and I live in Thestfield Drive. I have
recently opened my new business and need some help
from the community to build my service reputation. I run
modern adult craft workshops for events in Bath, Bristol
and Wiltshire. To kick start my bookings I would like to
offer a free workshop at my home in Staverton to anyone
who might be interested.

The workshop is for complete beginners to dabblers in
crafting so you don’t need to have any crafting experience
to attend. It will take place on Saturday 18th of January at
2pm.
If you are interested then please email me
at bex@bareandbud.com and I will confirm your space and
my full address. It will be first come first serve
(unfortunately only 6 of us can fit around my dining room
table)!
I have attached a photo of me, some images of my work
and below is my website link:
https://www.bareandbud.com

I would love to invite you over to join me in a Modern
Wreath Making Workshop. The workshop will be
You can also find me on Instagram and
completely free. I will be supplying all materials and you
Facebook: @bareandbud
will all take home a beautiful handmade modern wreath
constructed with your own handmade wool felt flowers
that we will all make together. I will provide snacks, a glass
of fizz, teas and coffees so that we can all relax and unwind
whilst crafting. All I ask in return is for some feedback on
the event via a feedback form and for the attendees to
leave me a review following the event on google that I will
also post on my website (I will email all attendees the links
after the event has taken place).
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THOUGHT FROM THE RECTORY
“Away in a manger no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus
laid down his sweet head…..”
Many of you will have wonderful memories of school and/
or church nativities, some very recent and perhaps some
from long ago. My favourites include one year when we
had three Marys and a different year when the animals at
the crib included Scooby Doo.
Memories of past nativities and carols can make us smile,
but there is a risk that their familiarity can make us forget
that the Christmas story includes both difficult events and
some difficult people. Some of these circumstances can
seem painfully familiar today.
Mary and Joseph were forced, by the Roman occupying
forces, to travel over 80 miles on difficult tracks and while
she was heavily pregnant in order to be counted at a
census. Apparently ordinary people were at the mercy of
those more powerful.
The Wise Men in some ways were not so wise. It was good
that they persisted in following the star to find God’s
promised Messiah/Saviour, but less good that they asked
the ruthless King Herod for directions. He was to resort to
murder in his unsuccessful attempt to get rid of what he
saw as a possible rival.

of higher status.
It is no co-incidence that God sent the Angels to the
Shepherds to announce that Jesus, his son, had been born.
This was a sign – a sign that God loves and cares for
everyone, whether rich or poor, powerful or vulnerable.
Jesus’ birth in a stable was a sign that his power was very
different from that of a typical ruler. Jesus came to earth to
show us how to love and care for others. Through him we
are offered forgiveness by God for our wrongdoing when
we say sorry and seek to make a new start. Through him
we are offered hope; for we do not have to face life’s
challenges alone – and we are promised that our souls live
on when we die.
This is the Good News the world has celebrated at
Christmas for over 2000 years. God offers us far more than
a time of partying, films and food, enjoyable though they
are. Do come to our Christmas services (or at any other
time) to find out more - you will be given a warm welcome.
Happy Christmas and best wishes for 2020 to you all.
John Rees email: canalsiderector@gmail.com Phone:
01225 764365
Web: canalsidebenefice.org.uk

The Shepherds were outcasts, shunned as unclean by those

CHURCH SERVICES
Details of services in Canalside Benefice, which includes Staverton and Hilperton, are on our website,
www.canalsidebenefice.org.uk. Do look at the website for details of all our services and events and for contact
details if you want to get in touch.
Over the Christmas period, everyone is welcome at our services:
Friday 20th December
6.00pm Carol service at St Mary Magdalen’s Church, Horse Road, Hilperton Marsh
Sunday 22nd December
6.00pm Carol service at St Michael’s Church, The Knap, Hilperton
Christmas Eve
4.00pm Crib service and Christingle at St Mary Magdalen’s Church, Horse Road, Hilperton Marsh
4.00pm Crib service and Christingle at St Michael’s Church, The Knap, Hilperton
8.00pm Christmas Night Communion at St Mary Magdalen’s Church, Horse Road, Hilperton Marsh
11.30pm Christmas night Communion at St Michael’s Church, The Knap, Hilperton
Christmas Day
10.00am Christmas Day Family Communion at St Michael’s Church, The Knap, Hilperton
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STAVERTON VILLAGE HALL—AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
Staverton Village Hall is situated in a corner of Staverton
playing field. It is owned and managed by Staverton Parish
Council and is available to the public to hire.

Access to the hall is from Cygnet Way and through a gate to
the playing field area. There is a hard standing car parking
area that can accommodate over fifteen cars.

It consists of a main hall measuring just over 6m by 6m,
separate toilets and a well equipped kitchen. There are
chairs and tables stored away that can be used for hire
events.

The current hourly rate for use is an attractive £13.20 inc
VAT, which includes the use of the kitchen and equipment. A
discount is available to regular hirers for events like weekly
evening classes.

It is currently used for regular evening sessions in Tai Chi,
Yoga and recently Martial Arts. It is also used for occasional
one-off bookings for small events like children's parties.

Enquiries and requests for viewings ahead of bookings
should be made to Lindsay Shaw, Bookings Manager at
stavertonvillagehallbookings@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk

Recent improvement work has enabled a “serving window” If a booking is requested, an invoice and hire agreement are
from the kitchen onto an outside hard standing area, making issued, and bookings are confirmed once payment and a
the hall suitable for catered summer events like barbeques. completed booking form have been received.
The hall is managed and supervised by volunteers and
therefore relies on the cooperation and common sense of
hirers to look after the hall well, and ensure it is in good
condition for future use.

STAVERTON TENNIS COURT
This facility is owned and managed by Staverton Parish
Council (SPC). The court is available for the general public
to use, and SPC wish to minimise the maintenance it
needs.
Staverton residents are encouraged to use the court as
intended, and if possible remove litter and report any
problems (email addresses published on page 15 of this
issue). Some players voluntarily sweep the court to remove
small debris and make the playing surface better.
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PHOTOGRAPHY SUCCESS FOR
STAVERTON RESIDENT
Congratulations to Staverton Resident Peter Connell
who has recently won this year’s VisitWiltshire
photography competition. Peter was presented with
a £200 gift voucher on Saturday 16th November
provided by Castle Cameras in Salisbury for his
winning photo which was taken in Bratton, Westbury.
Peter said: “Wiltshire has so much to offer that I have
countless opportunities that everyone else is missing!
Hence, every weekend I'll be out there with my
camera on the tripod, usually either before dawn or
close to sunset to get the best light. With regards the
winning picture, it was just before 7am in February,
just before the sun came over the horizon - often
called the "blue hour"; it was a fantastic scene with
some mist in the valley and the red sky gradually
appearing - and so peaceful!”

Above: Peter’s winning photo .
Below: Peter receiving his prize winnings.

Use the link below to find out more information
about the competition and to see the submissions of
the other entrants:
https://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/blog/read/2019/11/
visitwiltshire-photography-competition-2019-b423
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STAVERTON’S VERY OWN FILM MAKERS:
BELLA GRAY MEDIA
Interviewer: Could you give a summary of what Bella Gray
Media is/does?

to play around with simple software such as iMovie,
making short films and skits with my brother and friends. I
loved presenting my work to people. From there it just
Team: Bella Gray is a filmmaking company founded by two
blossomed into something else and the moment I signed
friends, Isobel - Bella, and Grace - Gray. We are an
on to study film at college, it all started to click in my head
independent video production company who aim to create
that this could be a real career choice for me. Since then
heartfelt projects, ranging across a whole spectrum of
I’ve continued to learn and grow as a filmmaker and my
subject matter. We cover quite a wide radius and have
passion for producing visual arts has never deterred.
been commissioned throughout the South West and South
East of England.
Grace: Films and TV were pure magic to me as a child for
the obvious reasons (animals can talk, quests, actual magic
We started the company with hopes of being independent
etc) but I think it was more because it was always a special
as we both found the idea of being our own bosses quite
time with my family. My dad was often away for business
appealing. We therefore decided to throw ourselves into
and I had severe anxiety about being at school rather than
the deep end and see where our journey takes us. We are
at home. Therefore, in the evenings when we were all at
storytellers that aim to have our full commitment in every
home, we’d snuggle down and watch a film. As I got older,
video we produce, whether that’s a wedding or a
I realized that regardless of whether you work 9 to 5, have
corporate promotion - we avoid the clinical look and aim
different political views or you’re even away somewhere
to produce videos that stand out, prioritising the main
else, films and tv connect people. Stories and films are one
essence of the story so our clients’ viewers are left
of the purest, oldest pleasures that we humans have as
reflecting long after the video has ended. We want to help
they bring people together. Once I realised that, every
our clients’ projects become a reality by making a video
other career path paled in comparison. What could be
that they can proudly share.
better than to reach and connect people in the films we
Interviewer: What do your services include?
make?
Team: We produce everything from promotional
marketing content and educational videos, to
documentaries and short films, as well as covering events.
Our intention is to create quality videos at an affordable
rate. We create a very personable experience for the client
because they are involved in every step of the production.
We help develop their ideas and continuously mould our
methods so we meet our client’s vision. We always go the
extra mile to make their video special and unique.
We offer package deals which give interested clients an
idea of the features included, with an easy-to-understand
price breakdown so they know exactly what they are
paying for.
Interviewer: How did you become interested in
filmmaking?
Isobel: I have always had an ambition to entertain and
when I made the change from pursuing acting to going
behind the camera, I knew I couldn’t imagine myself
working in any other environment. My interest started
through exploring photography when I was much younger,
but I never really saw it as a possible career path. I started

Interviewer: Where do you envisage Bella Gray Media
heading in the future?
Team: Creating personal, human-related stories - we want
to meet and represent people with anecdotes worth
telling and help immortalise events worth reliving. We
aspire to broaden our horizons and go down any path that
is open to us. We want to try anything and everything,
whilst learning about ourselves along the way, by
producing meaningful films that we’re proud of. Travelling
the world whilst we do that would also be a bonus!
Want to expand your reach? A special moment worth
sharing?
Upgrade to video today. Any project, we’d love to hear
from you.
Website: https://bellagraymedia.wixsite.com/
bellagraymedia
Email: bellagrayfilms@gmail.com
If you would like your Staverton business to feature in the
newsletter, contact the editor at:
editornatasha91@hotmail.com
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Here are some snapshots of Bella
Gray Media in action.

ODE TO THE HUMBLE BRUSSEL
SPROUT!

STAVERTON CLUB—
UPCOMING EVENTS
December 20th – Private Party
December 21st – Bingo and Christmas Draw
December 24th – Family Fun Skittles 8.00pm
December 26th – Family Disco Noon – 3.00pm
December 28th – Bingo
December 31st – Club open until late
January 4th – Private Party
January 11th – Bingo
January 25th – Bingo
February 8th – Bingo
February 22nd – Bingo

Oh woe betide the humble Sprout,
that Festive meals can't be without..
Yes alas, this round and tasty veg
is often viewed with mounting dread,
by children not so very keen..
on taking substance from their greens!
But adults too will often baulk
like rabbits in the headlights caught..
Childhood memories of soggy mess,
as poor old sprouts are boiled to death!
Yet al dente cooked, leaves a little crunch,
and can make our sprouts a tasty lunch..
So let's give the Brussels Sprout a chance..
and make your taste buds really dance..
Elevate the poor old humble sprout,
that Christmas Dinners can't do without..
and if perchance, a little wind..
is oh so much better Out than In!
Bev' Borresen 2019
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STAVERTON PARISH COUNCIL - CONTACT DETAILS
1

June Jones (Parish Clerk)

parishclerk@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk

2

Simon Richardson (Chair)

chair@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk

3

Mark Frati (Vice Chair)

mark.frati@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk

4

Paul Nye (Councillor)

paul.nye@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk

5

Ray Symonds (Councillor)

ray.symonds@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk

6

Andrew Borresen (Councillor)

andy.borresen@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk

7

Nicholas Woodall (Councillor)

nick.woodall@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk

8

Kevin Lamb (Councillor)

kevin.lamb@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk

9

Jeff Gibson (Councillor)

jeff.gibson@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk

10

Lindsay Shaw (Councillor)

lindsay.shaw@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk

11

Natasha Webster (Editor of
Staverton News)

editornatasha91@hotmail.com

12

Lindsay Shaw (Village Hall
Booking Secretary)

stavertonvillagehallbookings@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk

Future Parish Council Meeting Dates: Meetings are held on Mondays, 7 p.m. at
Staverton Village Hall. The next meeting will be held on Monday 20th January 2020.
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This edition ends with some more photos of the “Staverton
Cygnets”, both on land and on water. They have now been
sighted on Marina Drive where they have been making
themselves quite at home. It seems we may need to get in touch
with Wiltshire Council to ask if we can have some signs to warn
drivers of swans and Cygnets on the road!
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