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This newsletter has been produced by Staverton Parish Council and is delivered free of charge to all Staverton residents. 

FROM THE EDITOR… 

Welcome to the spring edition of Staverton News which will update you on all the 

happenings in Staverton over the past few months.  

This edition includes  an interview with the Factory Manager of Cereal Partners, 

news from Wiltshire Council and an update from the Emmaus School amongst 

other articles. Also, turn to page 6 to find out which Staverton business is featured 

in this Spring edition. 

Thank you as always to everyone who has contributed to the newsletter, whether 

that be by submitting an article or by volunteering to deliver it. Also, thank you to 

Superior for printing the magazine and donating the money to the Superior 

Community Fund in the village. 

Also, thank you to Chris Knutson for taking the beautiful photo for the front cover 

and to Peter Connell for the photo on the back cover.  

If you would like to submit an article, advert or photograph for the magazine, 

please don’t hesitate to get in touch. I would love to hear from you.  

Natasha Webster    

All services will be held at St Michael’s Church, The Knap, Hilperton except the Dawn Easter Day service, which will be at 

Hilperton House:  

Maundy Thursday, April 9th:      7.00pm Holy Communion with optional Foot washing 

Good Friday, April 10th:               2.00pm Meditation for the last hour on the cross 

Easter Sunday, 12th April:           6.30am Dawn Easter Communion, Hilperton House  

                                                         10.00am Easter Family Communion followed by Easter Egg hunt 

EASTER CHURCH SERVICES 

Details of other services in Canalside Benefice, which includes Staverton and Hilperton, are on our website, 

www.canalsidebenefice.org.uk. Do look at the website for details of all our services and other events and for contact 

details if you want to get in touch.   

Don’t forget… 

The May Day Bank Holiday has been 

changed from Monday 4th May to Friday 

1st May. 

USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS 

Wiltshire Council: Telephone:  0300 456 0100 

Adress: Bythesea road, Trowbridge, Wiltshire, BA14 8JN 

For all Streetscene and Highway maintenance issues use the “My 
Wiltshire” online website or phone directly on 0300 4560105 

Community Manager for the Bradford on Avon area Board: Peter Dunford 

Telephone: 01225 713060 Email: p.dunford@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Police: PCSO Andrew Maclachlan Bradford on Avon Police Station, Station 

Approach, Bradford on Avon, Wiltshire, BA15 1DF : 

www.wiltshire.police.uk 

 E-mail: andrew.maclachlan@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

Telephone: 07528972236 

Bradford on Avon Health Centre (Station Approach): 01225 866611 

WHEELIE GOOD TO KNOW... 

Bin collections are changing and according 

to the Wiltshire Council website, you will 

soon be receiving a letter in the post to tell 

you how the changes will affect you. A bin 

hanger will also be placed on your blue 

lidded bin before the new collection dates 

giving you more information. Or take a look 

at their website for more details: 

www.wiltshire.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling

-collection-days.  
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MEET GRACIE 
Gracie is now 5 years old and has lived in Staverton her 

whole life. She is well known in the dog walking areas and 

if she is not with her owners Gill and Malcolm, she is with 

her ‘Auntie Terry’ who minds her during holiday periods! 

In the picture she is sitting with her ‘Dad’ Malcolm in their 

usual chair around The Old Bear in Staverton.  Gracie is 

well known by the clientele and loves this position because 

she can see the dog biscuits on the bar from this height! 

She is a happy ruby cavalier and has lots of fans due to her 

loving nature. 

If you would like your four-legged friend to feature in the 

next edition of the Staverton Newsletter, pleases contact 

the editor at:   editornatasha91@hotmail.com 

Residents always tell me that the thing that first attracted 

them to living in Staverton is having the natural barrier of 

the Kennet and Avon Canal on one side and the River Avon 

at the other. However with this comes an added flood risk 

which I know has been a concern for residents recently 

with three severe storms hitting Wiltshire.  

Fortunately, flooding in Staverton was limited by extra 

dredging but the causeway was closed for a short period of 

time during the worst of the storms. It is vital to individuals 

and local businesses that people can access and exit 

Staverton during floods, so I have been keeping in close 

contact with the Environment Agency and Wiltshire 

Council’s highways teams who have been working with the 

emergency services to clear any flooding. So far the efforts 

have prevented 7,000 homes from flooding in Wiltshire 

but roads remain a challenge that I will be raising with 

Wiltshire Council. 

 

In more positive news, I am delighted to say that my 

campaign to eliminate Sunday parking charges in Wiltshire 

has been successful. I have argued for years that the 

parking fees we encounter in and around our towns are 

scandalously high, with the local economy potentially 

suffering in places like Trowbridge and the surrounding 

villages. This is something that I have been raising with the 

Council very regularly and have spoken about in the House 

of Commons many times.  

For residents travelling to Trowbridge or Melksham on a 

Sunday, you can now enjoy free parking at all seven 

Wiltshire Council carparks. I know many readers will be 

delighted to hear about this significant investment in our 

communities and local businesses. If you would like to 

contact me about any issues raised here or any other issue 

that may be concerning you, please do not hesitate to 

send me an email at: michelle.donelan.mp@parliament.uk 

or call 01249 704465. 

NEWS FROM OUR MP—MICHELLE DONELAN 

Some pictures of the recent 

flooding in Staverton. 
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PARISH MATTERS 
It is lovely to see all the spring flowers bursting into life 

around the village. Outside my home a single pink rose 

flower has blossomed for weeks. A new season and a new 

year! We have had enough rain for now! 

NEWSLETTER 

Once again our thanks go to Natasha our Editor of the 

Newsletter and all the volunteers who deliver copies to 

every house in Staverton in all weathers.  Every season we 

look forward to new issues and lovely photos of pets and 

Staverton residents. We want all readers to get more 

involved and send in pictures, memories, amusing 

anecdotes and new endeavours. I am sure there are young 

and older budding reporters out there. Contributions to 

our Newsletter are an excellent way of supporting CVs, 

showing an interest in your community and also a way to 

improve your writing skills.   Natasha is a student herself 

and understands how important this is and how editing the 

Newsletter has really helped.. Let’s get lots more interest 

and suggestions for more community involvement. We 

have a superb magazine which is delivered free to every 

home in Staverton. We would like the Newsletter to 

become the hub of the community - there is a lot going on 

in our village so let us hear about it!   

Lastly we must not forget the support which we have 

received from Superior of Melksham via the Superior 

Community Fund.  This Fund has provided £1,000 per 

annum for the last 10 years and many of our projects 

would not have been viable without this support.  Most 

other village Newsletters incur a cost for black and white 

printing and are not glossy colour magazines. Although 

printing costs the Parish Council £1,000 per annum this 

does not cover the full cost of the glossy printing which 

Superior gratefully provides at no extra cost.  

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD SCHEME 

Recently three boys from St Laurence School at Bradford 

on Avon, volunteered as part of the Duke of Edinburgh 

Award Scheme to litter pick in Staverton. They started 

work in October 2019 and worked weekly for 3 months. 

They did a fantastic job over the winter months and 

impressed our council contact, Councillor Ray Symonds 

with their dedication and hard work. We cannot thank 

them enough for all their help and support for our 

community. Well done to everyone and good luck to the 

boys with achieving the Award! 

AUDIT AND YEAR END 2019/2020 

It is a very busy time of the year for the Parish Council 

when we revisit all our procedures and update our Risk 

Assessments to make sure that we operate legally, 

efficiently and don’t overspend. The next financial year 

starts on 1st April 2020.  We have an excellent and 

thorough Internal Auditor, Auditing Solutions Ltd of 

Bromham, who scans all our working documents and SAGE 

accounts to agree balances and approve legal working 

practices.  David Owen Accountants of Devizes, processes 

all PAYE documents for the Parish Clerk who is the only 

employee of the Parish Council.  After the internal auditor 

has signed off our accounts, they are then sent to London 

based External Auditor PKF Littlejohn.  You can get a copy 

of the full year’s accounts and discuss them at the Annual 

Parish Meeting of the Parish Council to be held on Monday 

18th MAY 2020 at 6.30pm at the Village Hall followed by 

the AGM. All are welcome. We are delighted to report that 

Staverton Parish Council has an unbroken record and 

achievement of passing all scrutiny with flying colours for 

many years.   

WEBSITE ACCESSIBILITY 

As from 2020 the Parish Council, in conjunction with other 

councils across the country, will be legally obliged to 

produce a Website Accessibility Statement. Mainly this 

involves readers and those with sight and other disabilities 

being able to read and understand the information which 

the Parish Council posts on the Website. The Council has 

limited resources compared to a larger parish or town 

council and has to work within these constraints, but it is 

fully committed to improving access wherever possible and 

providing funding where necessary. The Council is in 

contact with the Website provider and is looking into ways 

of improving the software. The Parish Council would 

welcome any comments you would like to make 

concerning access to our Website or additional information 

you would like included.  Please let us know on the website 

contact page and we will get back to you as soon as 

possible. 

You can access many of our Policy Statements, Accounts, 

Agendas, Minutes and other information on our Website 
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INVESTING IN YOUR COMMUNITY 

Proportionately over the last few years the Parish Council 

has invested heavily in the infrastructure of Staverton even 

though the Council owns rather limited assets. These include 

the play area at School Lane (all other play areas are owned 

and maintained by Wiltshire Council) where nearly £40,000 

has been spent on improving equipment and maintenance 

over the last 9 years. The playing field is owned jointly on a 

999 years’ lease by Wiltshire Council, Staverton C of E 

Primary School and the Parish Council. £22,000 was spent on 

a multi-use hard court on the playing field which has been 

available to the community without charge. There has been a 

£15,000 investment in replacing and repairing the field 

fencing and entrance gates and maintaining the field to a 

high standard.  Approximately £25,000 has been spent on 

changing the Village Hall from a changing room facility to a 

fully functioning village hall with excellent facilities over the 

last 8 years. Without the gratefully received contributions 

from resident volunteers and resident contractors, the cost 

would be much higher. Recently, in order to maintain the 

hall in a workable condition for hire, the Council has now 

used up a significant amount of its reserves so investment in 

more infrastructure has been put on hold for the foreseeable 

future. However, Councillors are proud that your 

contributions towards the Precept have been used to 

improve facilities and benefit all members of the community. 

Your financial contribution to the Precept (council tax) 

2020/21 will cost each household £37.71 per annum or £3.14 

per calendar month. 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 

Cllr Lindsay Shaw is our new volunteer Bookings Manager for 

the Village Hall. If you would like to book the village hall it 

costs £12 per hour plus VAT or a lower rate for multiple 

hires. To see if your date is available, you can access the 

diary for the village hall on the Parish Council Website 

(www.stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk) 

Please contact Cllr Shaw on 

stavertonvillagehallbookings@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

If you would like to talk to members of the Parish Council 

please come along to our next meeting which will be held on 

Monday 16th March.  Everyone is welcome! 

The Parish Council next meets on: Monday 16th March 2020 

at 7 pm at Staverton Village Hall. 

The Annual Parish Meeting for Staverton will be held on 

Monday 18th May at 6.30 pm at Staverton Village Hall, 

immediately followed by the AGM of the Parish Council at 7 

pm .   

If you would like to contribute an Agenda item please 

contact the Parish Clerk at 

parishclerk@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk. 

If you have any queries regarding maintenance around the 

village Wiltshire Council invites residents to contact them on 

their “MY WILTSHIRE” website where all requests must be 

answered and dealt with in a timely manner. 

Thank you to Chris 

Knutson for sending in 

these two beautiful 

shots of a kingfisher, 

which he spotted on The 

Marina. 

If there are any other 

budding photographers 

in Staverton, then please 

do send in any 

photographs taken in 

and around the village.    

I will do my best to 

include them in  future 

editions. 
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RUSTIQUE 
As always, this edition features another Staverton business 

and this time our focus is on Sacha’s business Rustique. 

Sacha has lived in Staverton for nine years but has only 

recently become self-employed.  

He makes a variety of products which are all hand made 

from natural materials. Sacha’s centre piece is his 

beautifully hand-crafted walking sticks which are usually 

made from either willow or hazel. However, he would also 

like to start experimenting with different types of wood as 

this will give the walking sticks a different finish. Sacha first 

started making walking sticks when he was a teenager. He 

would frequently go out walking in the hills and whilst 

walking, he would collect the wood and start crafting the 

stick.  

Sacha also makes wooden blanket boxes, handles and 

other decorations. Thanks to the fact that Sacha uses 

natural materials, his carbon footprint is practically zero so 

he is helping the environment whilst at the same time 

making beautiful products from the natural world. In his 

own words: “I love being outside and turning natural 

materials, which most people turn a blind eye to, into 

beautiful products.” 

Sacha also makes backdrops (see the photos below). They 

are very bright and colourful and Sacha particularly enjoys 

designing them as it is therapeutic and he gets great 

satisfaction seeing them when they are finished. Sacha 

makes them for any occasion so do get in contact with him 

if you would like one specially designed. 

At present, Sacha sells his products in the shop “Made in 

Bradford” as well as in a shop in Frome. He is in the 

process of creating a website for his business. If you would 

like to contact him to enquire about a custom order then 

his details are as follows:  

Email: sachmanhifi@gmail.com 

Telephone: 07526 769311 

Also, if you have any timber going spare, then let Sacha 

know as no doubt he will be able to make good use of it. 

If you live in Staverton and would like your local business 

to be featured in the next edition, then contact the editor 

at: editornatasha91@hotmail.com  

Above: Sacha’s colourful backdrops. 

Right hand side: Walking sticks. 
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FOR THE WANT OF A PEACFUL 

LIFE... 

I want to redesign my garden, 

well just perhaps a part.. 

I'm all excited, lots of plans, 

Now Spring's arrived I'll make a start! 

It's time it had a fresher look.. 

as it's rather worse for wear.. 

Fresh trellis, primer and some paint.. 

add some new plants here and there! 

Oh I have got such grand ideas, 

I have planned it all you see.. 

but the husband's looking worried, 

as costs mount alarmingly! 

Well Spring's the time to renovate, 

give that garden just a tweak.. 

A creative touch of DIY, 

can make a relaxing Summer Retreat.. 

So I'm off to redesign my garden, 

make it look so fresh and nice.. 

The Hubby's learnt over the years, 

Happy Missus..Peaceful Life! 

                                     Bev' Borresen 2020 

STAVERTON CLUB 

Forthcoming events: 

March 21st – Bingo 

March 28th – Charity Horse Racing night and 

Raffle 

April 4th – Bingo 

April 18th – Bingo 

April 25th – Family Social Night 

May 2nd – Bingo 

May 16th – Bingo 

May 30th – Bingo 

 If anyone wishes to hire the hall, can they 

please contact the Club Secretary on 07736 

071341. 

Above: Staverton Club. Below: Bus information from 

the bus stop by The Slipway. 

Thank you to Bev for 

sending in a seasonal 

poem. If you would 

also like to submit a 

poem, contact the 

editor. 
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WILTSHIRE COUNCIL 
‘Staverton Triangle’ site to be excluded from development 

area 

Wiltshire Council has approved its Site Allocations Plan for 

new housing across the county.  As part of the process 

settlement boundaries for towns and villages were 

reviewed. 

For planning purposes all of Staverton south of the B3105 

counts as part of Trowbridge.  The triangle area, between 

Blackthorn Way and the canal, was originally allocated 

within the Marina development. However it was never built 

on and an application in 2017 for 75 houses was refused by 

Wiltshire Council for a variety of reasons after attracting 

strong local opposition. 

Now the triangle is excluded from the settlement 

boundary. This means the assumption is strongly against 

any housing development on the site. 

The area north of the main road has always been outside 

the settlement limit and counts as open countryside. No 

development would normally be allowed there either, so 

after Staverton’s rapid growth between 1990 and 2010 we 

can safely say that the village won’t be expanding any more 

for the foreseeable future. 

As for the unforeseeable future, there always has to be a 

slight health warning in that changes in local or national 

government policies might re-write the rules. 

Bus cash for Wiltshire 

Bus services have been steadily declining over the last 

decade, but now the government has provided extra 

funding in an attempt to increase bus use. 

Much of this is aimed at the larger towns and cities so not 

much good for us. However, there is a specific grant of 

£671,000 for Wiltshire Council to help what’s left of the local 

network.  

That won’t be enough for completely new services, but it 

could be used to improve existing ones, or to reverse recent 

cuts.  This might for example be an improvement to 

timetables so that buses run later in the evening or more 

frequently during the day. 

So, this is an appeal to Staverton bus users to let me know 

if there are any smallish improvements to the existing 

service which might be worth bidding for.  Time is short as 

we have to respond by March 27th, so please get in touch 

as soon as possible with your suggestions. 

Council Tax 

Wiltshire Council set its budget on February 25th. Gone are 

the days of debates on how much, if at all, the Council Tax 

should be increased. Now it goes up every year by exactly 

the amount the government decrees. The council, as well as 

the police and fire services, increased their precepts by the 

maximum permitted. The net effect of this is that if you live 

in a Band D property your total increase across the three 

authorities will be £70, from £1738 last year to £1808. 

Rubbish 

The much-delayed changes to waste collection are now 

coming in, so this is a reminder that from now on the black 

box is only for glass and textiles, with all other dry 

recyclables going in the blue bin.  Collection days are also 

likely to change – see wiltshire.gov.uk/waste for details. 

Area Board grants 

Staverton comes under the Bradford on Avon Area Board, 

which still has some funding for grants.  There are budgets 

for community projects, youth work, health and wellbeing, 

and highways.  Recently the board has given grants towards 

the Thestfield Drive reed beds and School Lane butterfly 

garden projects as well as helping fund a dropped kerb at 

Smallbrook Gardens and the new trees around the Marina.  

The March 2020 meeting includes an application from 

Staverton Rangers for £1200 for work on the football 

pitches, which I hope will be successful!  If you’re in an 

organisation which could benefit from a grant, or have an 

idea for a local project, then please get in touch. For larger 

grants matched funding is normally expected. 

County Hall activity 

Normally I only write about local matters for Staverton 

News, but I thought it might be useful to update you on the 

wider aspects of the job. As well as the Area Board I’m also 

on the planning and licensing committees. The latter 

involves doing occasional hearings for contentious licensing 

issues, the most recent of which concerned allegations from 

the Home Office of illegal working at a couple of restaurants 

in the county. 

Also as a backbench councillor I get involved in scrutiny 

groups, where we look for ways to improve what the council 

is doing.  These currently include: 

- considering how disabled people can access grants for 

improvements to their properties and get better service 

from the housing system. 
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- how council officers can improve the rather variable way 

in which they communicate with councillors.   

- how the education department can get more professional 

in the way it provides services to schools, including 

academies which don’t get direct local authority support. 

- successfully finding a future for outdoor education at 

Braeside and Oxenwood centres, following the 

administration’s decision to close them. 

And finally… 

… a Happy Easter to everyone in Staverton.  Please get in 

touch if you have any concerns or questions about Wiltshire 

Council matters. Contact details below. 

Trevor Carbin, Wiltshire Councillor for Staverton 

07757 506470 

trevor.carbin@wiltshire.gov.uk 

www.trevorcarbin.mycouncillor.org.uk 

Above: The Staverton 

Triangle. 

Left: The proposed 

Butterfly Garden site. The 

work on the area is 

scheduled for the middle of 

March. Photos of the 

finished garden will be 

included in the Summer 

edition. 

EMMAUS SCHOOL NEWS 
We were very blessed that recently  Lewis Palmer from 

Bath Rugby paid us a visit. Across the school, from Year 2 

upwards, the students developed their rugby skills with our 

primary children learning how to pass and tag, and our 

secondary pupils enjoying contact rugby – something they 

hadn’t done before.  All displayed good teamwork and 

great sportsmanship.   

This is what some of the pupils said about the day: “You 

learnt how to do things safely”; Osian, “It got both girls and 

boys involved”; Mario, “Even if you hadn’t played before 

you could understand how to do it”; Theo and “Lewis was 

very patient and encouraging” Lucy and Heather. This term 

we look forward to Easter – a time when we celebrate the 

fact that Jesus died, who through His death and 

resurrection gave us the opportunity to have a clean 

conscience and a relationship with God. We hope that you 

have very happy Easter celebrations, and perhaps take a 

moment to consider how much God loves you. We look 

forward to our choir singing some Easter songs and hymns 

at Staverton House on Tuesday 31st March.    

We currently have spaces available for September for 

Reception and Year 7 starters (with other years upon 

application). Please do come and look around the school 

on Saturday 2nd May, from 10 am to 1 pm, and see why 

this is such a special place for your child to be. For further 

information please contact the School Office on telephone 

01225 782684 or email info@emmaus-school.org.uk 
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READY, SHREDDIE, COOK... 
Staverton residents driving across the bridge towards 
Bradford and Bath will pass the cereal factory, perhaps 
wondering what goes on in there. To answer this, 
Councillor Lindsay Shaw (LS) interviewed Craig 
Ainsborough (CA), the Factory Manager for Cereal Partners’ 
Staverton factory since September 2017. 
 
LS - Tell me a little bit about the history of the factory and 
the business? 
 
CA - The factory was built in 1897 and originally made dairy 
products, milk and yogurts. It then became a food canning 
factory in 1968, but then closed between 1985 and 1998. It 
reopened under Cereal Partners (CP) in 1998, which is now a 
long established partnership between General Mills and 
Nestle. General Mills provides the technical expertise and 
Nestle the distribution support. 
 
LS - What do CP make at Staverton? 
 
CA - Shredded Wheat and Shreddies, some of the most 
popular and long established cereal products available in the 
UK 
 
LS - Is the factory simply a rather large mixing bowl? 
 
CA - Yes and no! Whilst the ingredient is wholly wheat, 
brought in from wheat fields in the east of the country, the 
process of manufacturing the product has its technicalities 
to produce the strands of wheat required for the biscuits. 
The wheat is cleaned and boiled here, before a process that 
makes the biscuits. However we stand by what it says on the 
packet, there are no added ingredients to the wheat. 
 
LS - A few interesting facts and stats? 
 
CA - Shredded Wheat has been produced since 1953, and 
makes up 19% of the UK cereal market.32,000 tonnes of 
cereal are produced here each year, which means 1.3 million 
biscuits are eaten every day. The market for the cereal is 
almost entirely UK and Ireland based, with a very small 
percentage exported to Australia. 
 
LS - How many people are employed at the site? 
 
CA - About 200 people, who travel in from various parts of 
(mainly) Wiltshire. Most people are employed in the factory, 
although we also have a research and development facility 
at Staverton, that looks at technical improvements to the 
manufacturing process here and at other facilities. 
 
LS - As factory manager Craig, what are your 
responsibilities? 
 
CA - I have responsibility for all aspects of production, 
planning to meet the required outputs, meeting cost targets, 
on site health and safety and change management. 

LS - How will CPW be affected by Brexit? 
 
CA - Cereal Partners Worldwide (CPW) will not really be 
affected by Brexit at all, mainly because we don’t export to 
Europe. However we have taken on a responsibility for 
Polish nationals that work at the factory, supporting them in 
obtaining settled status. 
 
LS - What are the challenges ahead for CPW? 
 
CA - Without wishing to sound complacent we believe that 
there is nothing on the horizon that we can’t cope with. Our 
continued aim will be to produce a high quality nutritious 
and relatively inexpensive product that the UK market will 
continue to want. 
 
LS - The location of the factory is interesting in that it sits 
on part of the river Avon that floods, and crossed by a 
single lane bridge controlled by traffic flights. Do these 
factors affect the factory in anyway? 
 
CA - Not really at the moment. The factory is happy to take 
responsibility for looking after the stretch of river that it sits 
on, which is both a pleasure and, at times, a nuisance. When 
the causeway floods the diversion this causes can affect our 
workforce and deliveries. 
 
LS - Are there any links with the community that CP is 
involved in? 
 
CA - Most of our links are to west Wiltshire and through our 
employees rather than to Staverton. We are proud to 
support Wiltshire Air Ambulance, donating £10,000 per year, 
and our community fund makes donations to Dorothy House 
and local food banks. The fund is also able to support 
initiatives that come from our employees, which is 
important. 
 
LS - Is there anything that Staverton Parish Council can do 
to work with CPW? 
 
CA - We want to maintain good relationships with the local 
community, and want to know of any impact that the 
factory has on the locality. If there are any problems then 
we would wish to know of these, and for people to come 
and talk to us. 
 
LS - Thank you Craig for giving up your time for this 
interview. 
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A few photos of the factory itself and some of the finished products! 
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TRIO PARADIS 
You may remember that the Autumn edition of Staverton News featured an article about the musical group Trio Paradis. 

Their concerts are returning again this year on the first Thursday of every month at 1.15pm. They have however, moved 

their concerts to a different venue. Each concert lasts about 45 minutes and is suitable for all ages, including families. 

Entrance is by donation with a retiring collection. For the programme and further information, visit 

www.trioparadis.com. There is limited seating, so early booking is advised.  

Jacquelyn Bevan – piano, Lisa Betteridge – violin & Linda Stocks – cello 

Monthly Palm Court Trio concerts in a variety of musical styles at The Park Club (behind 

the Albany), Trowbridge Town Park BA14 7EH 

2020 Concert Dates 

5 March          Daughters of the Muse 

2 April   What’s in a Name? 

7 May   Music in May 

4 June   Fantasies, Serenades & Scherzos 

2 July      The Classical Trio 

6 August           Strictly Palm Court 

3 September  The Water is Wide... 

1 October          L’Entente Cordiale 

5 November     Russian Masters 

3 December  Sleigh Ride 

Reserve seats at www.ticketsource.co.uk/msw 

Entrance by donation                

 ffi visit www.trioparadis.com 
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THOUGHT FROM THE RECTORY 
As I write this it is still over a month until Easter, though 

even after weekend storms there are already signs that 

Spring is around the corner: daffodils and crocuses are out 

among the snowdrops. 

These are welcome signs of hope and life after a rather 

dreary winter – and much needed when the news is full of 

the Coronavirus outbreak and flooded homes. 

The Bible tells us that hope was much needed on the first 

Easter day when: “Early on the first day of the week, while it 

was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw 

that the stone had been removed from the entrance.” 

Initially she was terrified, fearing that Jesus’ body had been 

stolen. In despair she ran to tell Jesus’ friends. It was only 

later, after asking a figure outside the tomb if he knew 

where Jesus had been taken, that she realised this was Jesus 

– now risen from the dead! She was filled with new hope 

and joy.  

Ever since people have discovered new hope, peace and 

purpose through daring to believe that faith in Jesus can 

make a positive difference to our lives. Following Jesus is not 

about being good enough, but accepting that we are loved 

by God just as we are, with our faults and failings. It is also 

about learning what it means to care for our community and 

the world around us. And then, at the end of life, it is about 

Jesus’ promise that death is not the end; our souls live on. 

If you would like to know more do get in touch or come to 

one of our services or our many activities, ranging from Tod-

dlers at the Tin on Fridays to Friendship Group which offers 

a time to chat to others and perhaps play Scrabble or Knit. 

You will be made very welcome. 

Best wishes and Happy Easter   

John 

Revd John Rees  The Rectory, 22 Warren Rd Staverton  BA14 

8UZ, Tel 01225 764365 email canalsiderector@gmail.com 

Website: Canalsidebenefice.org.uk. 

CHURCH FOR ALL THE FAMILY 

Messy Church is an event for families with a simple act of 

worship, craft activities and finishing with lunch. The next 

two take place in Hilperton School on Saturdays 28th 

March and 6th June from 11.00am – 1.00pm; families from 

Staverton are very welcome. Do get in touch with Michael 

Gamble, church administrator, on 07795400262 or via 

email at canalsidebenefice@gmail.com if you would like to 

come! 

TODDLERS @ THE TIN 

A Baby and Toddler Group meets on Fridays in term time 

from 9.15 – 10.45 in St Mary’s Church, Horse Road, 

Hilperton Marsh (not far over the bridge from Staverton!) 

Parents and carers can chat over a cup of tea or coffee; 

there are toys and books for the children to play with; we 

offer a simple craft activity to make and take home; after 

a snack for the children, we have a story and singing 

before going home. If you have a pre-school child or 

baby, you will be very welcome. It only costs £2 per 

family! Contact Anne Rees on 01225 764365 email 

reesfam@btinternet.com for more information – or just 

turn up! We’d love to see you. 

TEA@ THE TIN 

 Everyone is welcome at our new informal monthly teatime 

service for all on the third Sunday of each month at St Mary’s 

in Horse Road (The Tin Church) at 4.00pm. This will last for 

about an hour, including tea. Forthcoming dates are April 

19th, May 17th and June 21st. 

FRIENDSHIP GROUP 

This group usually meets on the second Thursday of 

each month in St Mary’s Church (‘The Tin Church’) in 

Horse Road, Hilperton from 2.30 – 4.00pm. It is an 

opportunity to meet with friends old and new for a 

chat or to play a game over a cup of tea or coffee. If 

you prefer, bring along your knitting, crochet, embroi-

dery, colouring book or other activity to do whilst you 

chat. We don’t charge, but welcome donations for 

the refreshments.  Forthcoming dates are 2nd April 

(note this is the first Thursday of April), 14th May and 

11th June. More details are available from Anne Rees 

on 01225 764365 or email reesfam@btinternet.com. 

Contact Anne if you would like a lift. 

Signs of Spring: Some bursts of colour in Staverton. 
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STAVERTON PARISH COUNCIL  - CONTACT DETAILS 

1 June Jones (Parish Clerk)  parishclerk@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk  

2 Simon Richardson (Chair)  chair@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk  

3 Mark Frati (Vice Chair)  mark.frati@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

4 Paul Nye (Councillor)  paul.nye@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk  

5 Ray Symonds (Councillor) ray.symonds@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk  

6 Andrew Borresen (Councillor)  andy.borresen@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk  

7 Nicholas Woodall (Councillor)  nick.woodall@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk  

8 Kevin Lamb (Councillor)  kevin.lamb@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk  

9 Jeff Gibson (Councillor)  jeff.gibson@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk  

10 Lindsay Shaw (Councillor)  lindsay.shaw@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk  

11 Natasha Webster (Editor of 

Staverton News)  

editornatasha91@hotmail.com  

12 Lindsay Shaw (Village Hall 

Booking Secretary)  

 stavertonvillagehallbook-

ings@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

Future Parish Council Meeting Dates: Meetings are held on Mondays, 7 p.m. at 
Staverton Village Hall. The next meeting will be held on Monday 16th March 2020. 

Thank you to Peter Connell for submitting this beautiful photo which he captured in Staverton. Peter also took the 

photo for the back cover which shows Staverton Racecourse on a frosty morning. 
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