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STAVERTON PLAYING FIELDS  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Staverton Playing Fields Executive Committee held at 2 pm on Tuesday 14th June 2016 at 
Staverton Primary School 
 
Present:  
  Simon Richardson   Chair of Staverton Parish Council 
  Mark Bartlett   Headteacher, Staverton Primary School 
  June Jones    Clerk, Staverton Parish Council 
  Debbie Clare   Education Department, Wiltshire Council 
  Sally Butler-Marchese  School Governor 
  Theresa Russell   School Governor 
   
The meeting commenced at 2 pm. 
 
77.  APOLOGIES: None 
 
78. ELECT CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 

Simon Richardson was unanimously elected Chair and Mark Bartlett, Vice Chair. 
 
79. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING held on 22nd June 2015.  The minutes were agreed as a true record by all who attended. 
  
80. MATTERS ARISING 

a.  School Fete – Due to unsettled weather and limited volunteers the fete had been cancelled for 2016 and a smaller event 
would be held in its place. 

 
81. FINANCES 

a.  Financial Report:  June Jones explained that although a considerable amount of repairs and replacement of the 
infrastructure had taken place more work still needs to be completed.  Work will also commence to reinforce the fencing by the 
village hall where children have damaged the chain link fence trying to retrieve footballs from the stream.  Expenditure for 
2015/17 was £7,336.66; Income from the School, the Parish Council and interest from investments totalled £4,524.05.  This 
showed a movement in funds of -£2,812.61.  Outstanding reserves were £82,657.84. 

 b.   Investments:  £50,000 of the reserves were reinvested this year for a further 3 years at 1.88%. 
 c.  Top Up Contributions from the School and the Parish Council:  The School contributes 1/3rd of the top up financial 

contribution and the Parish Council 2/3rds.  It was agreed that the contributions should increase at the agreed rate of 10%.  
This will be reviewed next year. 

 
82. SPORTS GROUND 

a.  Additional benches will be installed around the ground. 
b.  A new kissing gate will be installed at the Marina Drive entrance. 
c.  The path to the village hall has been replaced as it was a trip hazard. 

 
83. HARD COURT 

Simon Richardson said that the Parish Council would like to open up the tennis court for everyone during the summer months 
and strengthen the perimeter fence at each end to allow other winter ball games.  There would be no exclusive use of the court. 

 
84. VILLAGE HALL 
 It was confirmed that the cost to the School of use of the toilet would remain at £100 per annum. 
 
85. MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT 

Mark Bartlett raised concerns about the original agreement which was signed by all parties represented by the Primary School, 
the Wiltshire Council Education Department and the Parish Council.  This agreement was signed in 2006 and since then the 
village hall and its car park has been built on the playing field.  The original drawing showed the playing field divided up in 3 
equal sections.  In this agreement the School had been allowed use of their section (with a large football pitch marked out) from 
3.15 pm until 6 pm Monday to Friday throughout the school year and term time.  However part of the pitch in question is now 
built on by the village hall and a car park.   This agreement including this arrangement expired this year. Wiltshire Council had 
been involved in the original planning permissions, however none of the parties had copies of any subsequent changes to this 
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agreement and none of the present day members of the Committee had been party to the original discussions and changes.  It 
was explained that the School would like to reinstate this agreement allowing exclusive use of part of the remaining ground 
from 3.15 pm to 6 pm from Mondays to Fridays for extra outdoor activities.  It was agreed that this raised many legal questions 
and a new agreement should be discussed at a future extraordinary meeting of the Executive Committee.   Debbie Clare was 
asked to contact Wiltshire Council Legal Department to find out if any alternative subsequent agreements had been drawn up 
since the changes. 
 
Action:  Debbie Clare to contact Wiltshire Council Legal Department and June Jones to look for any subsequent legal 
agreements held by the Parish Council which may affect this arrangement and call another meeting when more is known. 
 
Debbie explained that she will no longer attend the meetings as her position on the Committee will be covered by another 
department at Wiltshire Council.  Members were sorry to see her leave and wished her well for the future. 

 
86.   The meeting closed at 2.30 pm. 
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