
 

Minutes reported by Mrs J Jones, Staverton Parish Clerk                               June.Jones@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk  

DRAFT Minutes of the ANNUAL PARISH meeting of Staverton Parish Council held on Monday  
16 May 2016 at 6.30 pm at Staverton Village Hall. 
 

 

The meeting started at 6.35  pm. 
 
87.    PRESENT: Chair Simon Richardson, Vice Chair Mark Frati, Cllr Andy Borresen, Cllr Nick Woodall, Cllr Ray 

Symonds, Cllr Kevin Lamb, Cllr Russell Clark and Parish Clerk June Jones 
 
Attending: Wiltshire Cllr Trevor Carbin, PCSO Andrew MacLachlan, Tennis Club Manager, Residents, Greg 

and Jane Baker and John Corfield 
 
88.    APOLOGIES: Cllr Paul Nye and Cllr Mark Frati will be delayed. 
 
89.  MINUTES OF THE LAST ANNUAL PARISH MEETING held on 18th May 2015. 
These minutes were held to be a true record of the above meeting. 
 
90.  POLICE MATTERS – Report by PCSO Andrew MacLachlan 
The changes to the policing teams were recently piloted in the Trowbridge and Bradford on Avon areas and are deemed a 
success so they are expected to be rolled out to the rest of Wiltshire later in the year.  Instead of one police constable being 
allocated to each area, a police team is allocated to cover several areas to give flexibility and rotas of teams have changed 
also. During 2015-16 there were 527 report incidents in the area and there were less reported incidents of anti social 
behaviour.  There were 93 reports of road traffic accidents and 40 burglaries of which 3 were in Staverton.  Fortunately most 
of these were in non dwellings such as sheds and garages.  One success was the issue of a warrant on the Nottingham 
Knockers who were targeting this area by selling door to door but using this to find out information on residents to commit 
further crimes.  Bradford on Avon has an NPT Facebook and Community Messaging service which is available to access on 
line. 
 
91.  THE CHAIR’S ANNUAL REPORT 
This is the third annual report I have given since being voted as Chair and I would like to thank the Parish Council and the 
residents of Staverton for allowing me to serve as their Chair.  Since our last Annual meeting, we accepted the resignation of 
Wendy Grant and I would like to thank Wendy for all the hard work she put in with the football in the village and assistance she 
has given June with the Parish accounts over the years. 
We have welcomed Russell Clarke onto the council and I hope that he that he will have many enjoyable years with us. 
I am pleased to report that the Parish Council part of the council tax remained the same this year.  The contracts for the sports 
field maintenance and village grass cutting for the next three years were awarded to White Horse Property Services, this 
should now provide some long-term stability.  We are happy to see that Trowbridge Rangers have had a successful football 
season and that their teams are planning on remaining at Staverton for the foreseeable future.  It is good to see that the 
village hall is being hired regularly and thanks to Jo Middleton for managing the bookings; I understand it’s not easy whilst 
running a busy pub as well. 
Lastly, I would like to thank all the members of the council for their work on the various tasks that they have assisted with over 
the past year, and special thanks must go to June Jones our hard working Parish Clerk for all the work she has done over and 
above her job role, 
 
92.  FINANCIAL OFFICER’S REPORT – June Jones, Parish Clerk 
Unfortunately, income from the Precept top up grant has continued to decrease but the good news is that the Parish Council 
has continued to use its funds to repair and update the infrastructure of the sports ground which is not only used by the 
schools in Staverton but also by young footballers and local families.  A new footpath has also been installed to the front of the 
Village Hall and a new kissing gate and repairs to the chain link fencing will start in the next few weeks.  The Village Hall 
continues to provide an excellent venue for organisations and residents. 
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Precept:  The Precept income for 2015/16 was £22,265 which was a small increase from the previous year of £467.  Even 
though the Parish Council did not increase its tax levy to the Parish the increase was due to more tax payers living in the 
community.  The opening balance from 2015-16 was £36,508.  Total income for 2015-16 was £34,651 (including Precept, 
Superior Community Fund, Village Hall and Field Hires, Julian Hodge Bank investments and other).  Expenditure was £37,238 
(including Administration, Clerk’s salary costs, Employers NI Contributions, grass cutting, village hall running costs, capital 
expenditure on equipment and sports ground).  This left a closing balance of £33,922.  Total fixed assets including 
investments of £75,202 were £268,221.  This meant was a movement in income and expenditure of -£2,586 over the whole 
year. 
Village Hall:  Hire income for the year was £2,731 and capital expenditure and running costs (including services, insurance 
and cleaning etc.) totalled £2,676 leaving a small profit margin of £55.    We are very grateful to Jo Middleton, landlady of The 
Old Bear in Staverton and volunteer Bookings Manager, who has helped to increase the bookings.   The hourly rate to hire the 
hall is £7 plus VAT. 
Sports Ground:  Hire of the sports ground raised £1,288, which was a reduction from the previous year of £437.   This was 
due to the disbanding of the Staverton youth football teams.   Running costs (excluding grass cutting and insurance of the 
pitch) totalled £300 which still leaves a small profit of £137.  Local football team Trowbridge Rangers regularly hire the ground 
and due to their success, hope to expand their membership for the next season. 
Tennis Court:  Income from the hire of the tennis court was £263, less costs of £248 including insurance.  Annual 
Membership of the Tennis Court is currently £20 per family.  This left a profit of £15.  Unfortunately it is proving difficult to keep 
the court exclusive as users are not locking the courts after use and the locks are disappearing. 
Sports Ground Maintenance Fund 
White Horse Maintenance Services was awarded the 2015 for £5,190.  Total ground maintenance, insurance and refuse costs 
for the year were £5,567.  The primary school and the parish council contributed £2,956 towards maintenance costs and the 
income from Julian Hodge Bank investments totalled £1,568.   This left a shortfall over the year of £1,043.   
The 3 year £50,000 investment with J Hodge Bank is due to mature on 20th May 2016 and this will be reviewed at our AGM.   
The Executive Committee of the Playing Fields decided that that the primary school and parish council contributions would 
increase by 10% in 2016.  The damaged path to the front of the village hall was replaced by a reinforced concrete path at a 
cost of £1,770.  
At year end, £75,202 was invested with Julian Hodge Bank and £7,455 was held in a bank account to cover existing projects 
in the pipeline and ongoing ground maintenance.  The total held in reserves for this fund is £82,658. 
Play Area – School Lane:  ongoing minor repairs have been carried out but some of the equipment has now deteriorated and 
needs removing. 
Grass Cutting for the Play Area and Thestfield Roundabout:  A three year contract was awarded to White Horse 
Maintenance Services for £1,120 per annum. 
Notice Board for New Terrace:  A new notice board has been purchased to replace the existing broken one.  The cost is 
£1,722. 
Once again our grateful thanks go to Accountant, Mrs Wendy Grant for her continuing volunteer help with the parish council 
accounts and financial advice for 2015/16.     
 
93.  UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT – Cllr Trevor Carbin 
Wiltshire Council now receives reduced Government funding and has therefore increased its council tax by an average of £50 
per annum per household.  Although there is less available for projects there is cash available from the Area Board.  He 
reported that he has now been appointed Vice Chair of the Area Board.  Although the Police Commission is rolling out the new 
working arrangements for police teams, Wiltshire Council is not so sure that it is providing the same support to communities as 
previously. 
The request to transfer land from Wiltshire Council to Staverton is likely to take some time as other transfers are being dealt 
with. 
More volunteers are coming forward to take part in the Staverton speed watch in 3 sites.  Unfortunately it is has been difficult 
to get historic data on this. 
LITTER PICK:  The next litter pick will be held on Sunday October 9th meeting at 10.30 am at the Village Hall. 
 
Cllr Mark Frati arrived at 7 pm. 



 

Minutes reported by Mrs J Jones, Staverton Parish Clerk                               clerk@stavertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

 
P

a
g

e
2

 

 
94.  SPORTS GROUND AND ITS AMENITIES 
As part of a long term strategy by Staverton Parish Council to bring the existing infrastructure of the field and its amenities up 
to a high standard there has been a continued effort to replace and renew the sports ground facilities.  Due to other 
commitments by our contractors it has taken longer than expected to proceed with many of the projects but we are pleased to 
say that the broken slabs to the front of the village hall have now been replaced with a heavy duty footpath which should 
withstand the weight of vehicles. 
It is hoped to install the rest of the benches around the field for bystanders and repair many of the holes in the perimeter fence 
caused by vandals.  Work should also start on removing the wooden stile by the entrance off Marina Drive with a kissing gate.  
Unfortunately vandals have removed part of the old wooden stile which was installed to prevent motor cyclists riding across 
the field.  A final decision was made to install a metal kissing gate which will allow bicycles and prams through but prevent 
motor cycles from accessing this entrance. 
Earlier in the year a resident from Cygnet Way offered to lock and unlock the main entrance gate from 10 pm until 7 am as 
youths in cars had been parking in the field dropping litter, playing loud music and generally upsetting residents.  The parish 
council was delighted to accept his offer and we hope that this will discourage further antisocial behaviour.  Residents have 
been advised by police to ring them immediately there is a problem so that they can deal with it at the field. 
We are pleased to report that Staverton Primary School and Emmaus School are both using the ground during school hours 
and it was a joy to see groups of parents and children picnicking at the field in lovely sunshine last summer.  Unfortunately the 
numbers of tennis club members have reduced in recent months and the future use of the court will be discussed over the 
coming months. We are very pleased that Trowbridge Rangers Football Team have decided to make Staverton their home 
ground for the foreseeable future and are regularly seen playing on Sunday mornings and training during the week. 
Village hall hires are still increasing with local groups and one off bookings.  The cost of hiring the hall is £7 per hour plus VAT 
and bookings can be made through Mrs Jo Middleton, the popular landlady of The Old Bear pub in Staverton.   
 
 
95.  COUNCILLORS’ AND RESIDENTS FORUM 
a.  Poor Broadband speed in parts of Staverton.  Unfortunately every avenue has been explored to increase speed and very 
little can be done at the moment. 
b.  Parish Plan:  Councillors cannot do this alone, it has to be driven by local residents.  Cllr Russell Clark offered to act 
represent Staverton and attend Hilperton Neighbourhood Plan meetings.  Grants are available for these plans from the Area 
Board. Action:  Clerk to ask residents to participate in Newsletter. 
c.  Cllr Carbin was asked if S106 agreements were still being drawn up between Wiltshire Council and developers.  He 
explained that Community Levies were starting to replace these agreements. 
d.  Benches for older residents:  A request had been made to install 2 benches near the perimeter of the sports ground.  As 
this land is owned by Wiltshire Council, permission would have to be granted and funding to be found.  Action:  Cllr Borresen 
to provide a map of the area in question and clerk to get quotes for benches.  These to be submitted to the Area Board for a 
grant with the parish council providing half the funds. 
 
96.  CLOSE OF MEETING 
The meeting closed at 7.35 pm. 
 
 
 


